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New Bedford School District 

Grade Kindergarten Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts 

 

Common Core 
State Standards 

For English 
Language Arts 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative Classroom 
Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

RL K.1. With 
prompting and 
support, ask and 
answer questions 
about key details 
in a text. 
 
 

Kindergarten students 
with assistance will 
understand what key 
details are and be able to 
ask and answer questions 
about them. They also 
have to use questions and 
prompts such as: 
 
Can you tell me what 
happened at the beginning 
of the story? 
 
What happened after 
that? 
 
What happened at the end 
of the story? 
 

1. Demonstrate 
sense of story 
(e.g., beginning, 
middle, end, 
characters, 
details and 
setting). 
2. Demonstrate 
familiarity with a 
variety of types 
of books and 
selections (e.g., 
picture books, 
caption books, 
short 
informational 
texts, nursery 
rhymes, word 
plays/finger 
plays). 

1. Why is it 
important to 
ask questions 
while you read? 
 
2. How will 
asking 
questions help 
you understand 
the key details 
in a text? 

Details 
Questions  
Text 
 

Questions 
Skills 
 

Identify 
Comprehend 
Understand 
Demonstrate 
Familiarity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Graphic Organizers: 
GO: 19, KWL; 
GO: 20: Prediction 
 
2. Journal Responses 
focused on “Integration 
of Knowledge and 
Skills,” and the Essential 
Questions. 
 
3. Readers and Writers 
Notebook: Writing 
Process; pg. 70 and74.  
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English 
Language Arts 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
(nouns) 

Skill 
(verbs) 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

RL.K.2. With 
prompting and 
support, retell 
familiar stories, 
including key 
details. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will retell 
stories. They need to 
put key details in 
sequential order to 
retell a story they know. 

1. Retell 
familiar stories 
with a focus on 
key details. 
 
2. Use the key 
details to help 
explain and 
summarize the 
text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. What key 
details from 
your story 
helped you 
retell your 
familiar story? 
 
2. What 
important 
events 
happened in 
the story? 
 
 

Stories 
Familiar  
Key Details 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Retell 
Determine 
 

Stories 
Details 
Summarize 

1. Graphic 
Organizer:   
GO: Classify: pg. 9, 
Draw a picture in 
the circle and place 
key details in the 
boxes. 
GO: Web A; pg. 17, 
draw a picture in 
the circle and write 
key details around 
it. 
 
2. Journal 
Responses focused 
on “Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and the 
Essential 
Questions. 
 
3. Readers and 
Writers Notebook: 
Writing Notes; pg. 
114 and 149. 
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English 
Language Arts 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

RL.K.3. With 
prompting and 
support, identify 
characters, setting, 
and major events 
in a story.  

Kindergarten students 
will be able to put key 
details in sequential 
order to retell a story 
they know. They also 
have to be able to 
recognize and name 
elements in a story. 
 
Use questions and 
prompts such as: 
Can you tell me what 
happened at the 
beginning of the story? 
What happened after 
that? What happened at 
the end of the story? 
Can you find the part 
that tells where the 
story takes place 
(picture or words)? 
Who was in the story? 
Can you find (picture or 
words) this character? 
 

1. Respond to 
fiction and non-
fiction by 
identifying 
characters, 
setting, and 
major events in 
a story. 
 
2. Characters’ 
interactions in a 
story explain 
the sequence of 
events. 
 
 

1. How do the 
characters’ 
actions in the 
story contribute 
to the major 
events 
identified in the 
story? 
 
2. How do the 
characters 
respond to 
major events? 
 
3. How do the 
characters’ 
actions change 
from the 
beginning of the 
story to the 
end? 
 

Characters  
Setting 
Major events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Describe 
Contribute 
Respond 
 

Retell a Story  
 

1. Graphic  
GO 21: Sequence, 
GO 22: Story 
Sequence A; 
GO 23: Story 
Sequence B; 
GO 24: Book Report  
2. Response Journals 
focused on 
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and Essential 
Questions. 
3. Reader’s and 
Writer’s Notebook: 
Response Journal; 
Writing Process; List 
events in a story; 
pg.149, 150, and 154. 
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English 
Language Arts 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the 
Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Questions 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Craft and Structure 

R.L. K.4.  Ask and 
answer questions 
about unknown 
words in a text. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students in 
kindergarten should 
be able to recognize 
a story, a poem, a 
book, and other 
forms of text. At this 
level, they ask and 
answer questions 
about words they do 
not know across 
various kinds of 
texts by using story 
context.  
 
Use questions and 
prompts such as: 
 
What can you do 
when you come to a 
word you do not 
know? (use context) 

Students will 
be to ask 
questions 
about 
unknown 
words in a text 
by using 
context clues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. How do you 
use context 
clues to find 
the meaning of 
unknown 
words? 
 
2. How types 
of clues in a 
story are 
helpful to find 
the meaning of 
a word? 
 
 

Story 
Poem 
Context Clues 
 

Recognize 
Identify 
Meaning 
 
 

Context Clues 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Response 
Journals focused on  
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and Essential 
Questions. 
 
2. Have students 
read in groups with 
the teacher. Stop 
and ask how the 
text or pictures help 
unlock the meaning 
of unknown words.  
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English  

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the 
Standard 

Big Idea (s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 

academic) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Craft and Structure 

R.L. K.5.  
Recognize 
common types of 
texts (e.g., 
storybooks, 
poems). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Students begin to  
use questions or 
prompts such as: 
 
Can you tell me 
what kind of book 
this is?  
 
How do you know? 
 
 

Demonstrate 
familiarity with 
a variety of 
types of books 
and selections 
(e.g., picture 
books, caption 
books, short 
informational 
texts, nursery 
rhymes, word 
plays/finger 
plays, puppet 
plays, and 
reenactments 
of familiar 
stories). 

1. Can you 
explain the  
Difference 
between a 
story book and 
poems? 
 
2. What type 
of important 
information do 
you find in a 
storybook? 
 
3. What type 
of important 
information do 
you find in a 
poem? 

 
 
 
 

 

Storybook 
Poem 

Explain 
Differences 
Describe 
Information 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Familiarity 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
GO: 25: T-Chart; 
Column one: list and 
describe details 
from storybooks: 
Column two to list 
and describe 
information from a 
poem. 
2. Response 
Journals focused on  
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and Essential 
Questions. 
 
3. Reader’s and 
Writer’s Notebook: 
Writing Poem; pg. 
354.Small group 
instruction reading 
and recognizing the 
elements of a story.    
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English 
Language Arts 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the 
Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Craft and Structure 

R.L. K.6. With 
prompting and 
support, name 
the author and 
illustrator of a 
story and define 
the role of each 
in telling the 
story. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kindergarten 
students will be able 
to name the author 
and the illustrator. 
 
 

Students will 
able to identify 
the author and 
the illustrator 
while reading 
any section of 
the story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Who is the 
author? 
 
2. What is 
his/her job?  
 
3. Who is the 
illustrator?  
 
4. What is 
his/her job? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Illustrator 
Author 
Role 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
GO: Pg. 26; 
Question the 
Author. 
 
2. Response 
Journals focused on  
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and Essential 
Questions. 
 
3. In small groups, 
students will read 
different stories and 
will identify and 
discuss who the 
author is and 
his/her job, and 
who the illustrator 
is and his/her job. 
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English 
Language Arts 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the 
Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

R.L.K.7. With 
prompting and 
support, describe 
the relationship 
between 
illustrations and 
the story in 
which they 
appear (e.g., 
what moment in 
a story an 
illustration 
depicts). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With assistance, 
students will 
understand the 
relationship 
between 
illustrations and the 
story and how the 
illustrations help 
explain the story.  
 
Use questions and 
prompts such as: 
 
Look at the picture. 
Can you tell me 
what is happening in 
the story? 
 
How does the 
picture help you? 

Understand 
the importance 
of illustrations 
and how 
illustrations 
help depict a 
moment in the 
story. 
 
 

1. How can an 
illustration 
explain the 
text to the 
reader? 
 
2. How do 
illustrations 
help 
understand 
the story? 
 
3. How do 
illustrations 
help 
understand 
the setting, or 
plot? 
 
 
 

Details 
Moment in a story 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understand 
Explain 
Describe 
 

Illustrations 
Literature 
 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
Go: 4; T-Chart; first 
column for picture 
and the second 
column to describe 
the relationship 
between the picture 
and the story.      
2. Response 
Journals focused on  
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and Essential 
Questions. 
3. Use Caldecott 
Award Winning 
books to read to 
students and 
explain the 
importance of 
illustrations in 
stories. 
Reader’s and 
Writer’s Notebook: 
pgs. 32, 35, and 37.  
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English 
Language Arts 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the 
Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

R.L.K.8. M.A. 
K.8.A.  Identify 
and respond to 
characteristics of 
traditional poetry 
for children; 
rhyme; regular 
beats; and 
repetition of 
sounds, words, 
and phrases. 

 
 
 
 

Students will be able 
to list the elements 
of traditional 
poetry. Rhyme, 
regular beats, and 
repetition of sounds, 
words, and phrases 
will be identified. 

Understand 
the 
composition of 
rhymes and 
traditional 
poetry.   

What are the 
literary 
elements of a 
rhyme? 
 
What are the 
literary 
elements of 
poetry?  
 
 

Rhyme 
Traditional Poetry 

Identify 
Understand 

Commonly 
shared 
Characteristics 
Consist 
Compose 
Elements 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
GO: T Chart: pg.4: 
List a rhyme in the 
first column and the 
characteristics of a 
rhyme in the second 
column. Repeat for 
a traditional poem. 
 
2. Response 
Journals focused on  
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and Essential 
Questions. 
 
3. Have students 
read rhymes and 
traditional poetry in 
small groups and 
discuss their 
characteristics. 
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Common Core State 
Standards 

For English Language 
Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Questions 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

R.L.K.9. With 
prompting and 
support, compare and 
contrast the 
adventures and 
experiences of 
characters in familiar 
stories. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will look for 
similarities and differences 
in characters‟ experiences 
within stories they know. 
 
What is the same about the 
characters in the two 
stories? 
 
What is different? 
 
What happened to the 
characters that is the same?  
 
What is different? 
 
 

1. Recognize 
the adventures 
and 
experiences of 
characters in 
familiar stories. 
 
2. Compare 
and contrast 
the adventures 
and 
experiences of 
characters in 
familiar stories. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. What is 
comparing and 
contrasting? 
 
2. How are the 
characters 
adventures and 
experiences in 
a story similar?  
 
How are they 
different? 

Stories 
Characters 
Adventures 

Compare 
Contrast 
Similar 
Differences 
 

Compare 
Contrast 
Comparative 
Character 
Development 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
GO: Story 
Comparison; 
pg. 25, 
 Venn 
Diagram; pg. 
28.  
2. Response 
Journals 
focused on  
“Integration 
of 
Knowledge 
and Skills,” 
and Essential 
Questions. 
3. Small 
group 
discussion 
listing similar 
and different 
adventures 
and 
experiences 
of characters 
in familiar 
stories. 
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Common Core State 
Standards 

For English Language 
Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Questions 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

R.L. K.10. Actively 
engage in group 
reading activities with 
purpose and 
understanding. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Actively engaged students 
are responsible for their own 
learning. 
  
Standard 10 defines a grade-
by-grade staircase of 
increasing text complexity 
that rises from beginning 
reading to the college and 
career readiness level. 
Students must also show the 
ability to make fuller use of 
text including making an 
increasing number of 
connections among ideas 
and between texts, 
considering a wider range of 
textual evidence, and 
becoming more sensitive to 
inconsistencies, ambiguities, 
and poor reasoning in texts. 
Students must read 
independently and closely, 
which are essential to their 
future success. 

Students with 
prompting and 
support will 
read traditional 
poetry, rhyme, 
and stories of 
appropriate 
complexity for 
Kindergarten.  

 Literature 
Stories 
Rhyme 
Traditional 
poetry 
Appropriate 
complexity 

Independently 
Proficiently 
Comprehend 
Read 
Connections 
Textual 
evidence 
Close reading 
 

 Teachers will 
need to 
conference 
with 
students. 
 
 
1. Use of all 
formative 
assessment 
artifacts and 
notebooks 
utilized from 
standards 1-
9. 
 
2. 
Responding 
to the 
Essential 
Questions.  
 
3. End-Of-
Year 
Benchmark 
Test.   
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